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— greateſt advantages, by bringing it back to 
its bounds, if it has gone beyond them. 
Since the death of Lord Bolingbroke, there 


have been publiſhed ſome works of his ſtill 


more violent than his philoſophical collec- 
tion; he diſplays in them a fatal eloquence; 
No-one had ever written any thing ſtronger; 
one may plainly ſee by them, that he held 
the Chriſtian Religion i in horror. It is a pity 
that ſo ſublime a genius was for tearing up 

by the root, a tree he might have made 

very uſeful, by pruning its branches, and 


clearing it of the moſs with which! it was 
W 382 

Religion clay te nach. This great 
work was begun two hundred and 


years ago: but men can only bear light Ka | { 


come in upon them by degrees. Who could, 


. at that time, have foreſeen that men would, 
"a one day, arrive at analyſing the rays of the 


ſun, at electrifying the thunder, and at diſ- 


covering the law of univerſal gravitation, 
that law which preſi ides over the univerſe? 
It is time, according to Bolingbroke, that 
e mould be baniſhed as . as Ju- | 
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diciary Aſtrology, Witcheraft, demoniac 


Poſſeſſion, the divinatory Wand, the uni- 
verfal Panace 


dhe laws, to corrupt the heart: it is only 


enough to ſee the ridicule of this chimeri- 


9 cal ſcience, have not, however, judgment 


enough, to ſubſtitute to it, a ſound Philoſo- 


Phy. Theology, ſay they, is, according to 
the ſignification of the word, the knowlege 
of God; but as ſome vile dabblers, who 
| have orophaned this: ſcience, have given 
the moſt abſurd ideas of God, they thence 


coneclude, that the Deity is a chimera, be- 
_ . cauſe Theology is chimerical. This is pre- 

_ ciſely as if we ſhould ſay, that bark was not 
tobe taken for a fever, nor temperance uſed 


: in a plethora, nor blood let in an apoplexy, : 


. becauſe there have been bad Phyſicians : 


Phis is to dehy a knowlege of the moti- 
ons of the ſtars; becauſe there have been 


þ Ae it is da 1 the evident 


cea, and the Jeſuits. T heology 5 
bas never been of any uſe, but to overturn 


Theology that makes Atheiſts: for the 
great number of Divines who have juſt ſenſe. 
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— effects of Chemiſtry, becauſe ſome Quack- | 


5 which be did not make the beſt ule, ma 
Him embrace not only the party of the So. 
cinians, who looked upon Jeſus Chriſt, as 
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chemiſts have pretended to make gold. 
The people of the world, ſtill more ig- 
norant than cheſe little Theologers, ſay, 
behold theſe Batchelors of Divinity and 
Licentiates, who do not believe there is a 
God, and why ſhould we? Such are the fa- 


tal conſequences of the ſpirit of Theology. 


A falſe ſcience makes Atheiſts, a true ſcience zY 


proſtrates men before the Deity, and makes 
| thoſe righteous and wiſe, whom a miſuſe of 7 


Y PR 0 made n ant ede 


IV 


r Twonas Cuba | 


„ Cans was a Philoſopher formed : 
by nature, The ſubtilty of his genius, of 


having been nothing more than a man, but 
alſo that of the rigid Deiſts, who acknom, 


lege only one God, and reje& all myſtery. 
His errors are methodical: He wiſhed to 


brig all men to unite in one Religion, 


E232 


* 


LETTERS! on 


Ha he thought the moſt pure, as Pang 
the moſt imple. The word Chriſtianity is 


to be found in every page of his works, 
but the thing itſelf no where in them. He 
has the aſſurance to think, that Jeſus Chriſt 


was of the religion of Thomas Chubb; but 
Thomas Chubb was not of the ee of 


Jeſus Chriſt. A perpetual perverſion of 


words conſtitutes the foundation of his per- 
ſuaſion. Jeſus Chriſt has ſaid, Love God, : 
and your neighbour : : Therein is the whole 
law; therein conſiſts all humanity, Chubb 
ſlicks to theſe words, and keeps clear of all 


the reſt.” Our Saviour appears to him a 
- Philoſopher, like Socrates, who, like him, 


was put to death for having combated the 
ſuperſtitions and the prieſts of his country. 
He writes, however, with temper, and con- 
ſtantly ſhrowds himſelf under a vell. The 
obſcutities in which he wraps himſelf up, 
have procured him more e of . ee than 


of readers, 1 
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a it Pee your ; Highneſs, 
Have not, it is true, as yet entered on 
the article of Swift; he does deſeryes 
one a apart; he is the only Engliſh Writer, 
of this kind, that had humor. It is very 
ſurpriſing that the two perſons, who are the 
moſt reproachable for having dared to turn 
the Chriſtian Religion into ridicule, ſhould 
both of them, have been Prieſts, having 
charge of fouls. Rabelais was Curate of 


Mendon, and Swift was Dean of the Cathe- 8 


dral of Dublin: Both of them broke more 
jeſts on Chriſtianity, than what Moliere was 

_ ſo.laviſh of on Phyſic, and both of them . 
lived and died in peace, while ſo many o- 
thers were perſecuted, even to death, for 
ſome equiyocal words; 
E 3 


5 54 a E T T E K 8 0 * 
| But oft, where one e ſhall fink, there 2 a 


brother, 
And one Woe periſh by what ger another. 


Swi > Tale of the Tub is an imitation Is 
the three rings. The Fable of the three 
rings is a very antieit one; of the time of the 
Cruzades. It is of an old man, who dying 
leaves a ring to each of his three children; 
theſe go to loggerheads about which ſhall 
have the moſt beautiful of them; after long 
debates, they at length ae that the 
three rings were all perfectly alike. The 
good old man is Theiſm, the three children 


are, the Jewiſh Religion, the n and 


8 the Mahometan. 


The author forgot . religions of the 
5 Magi, and of the Bramins, not to mention | 
many others; but he was an Arabian, who 
knew no more than theſe three ſects. This 
8 Fable leads to that indifference which was 
. ſo much reproached to the emperor Fre- X 
deric the Second, and to bis Chancellor, De 
Pineis, who were accuſed of having jointly 


| RR | the book De Tribus e. 


wy 
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| * which, as you well He never ies 
ed K. CC 4 
ET The T ale af, ther iP rings: is to be 
found in ſome collections: : Dean Swift has 
ſubſtituted. to them three Coats; the in⸗ 
troduction to this impious raillery i is wor - 
thy. of the work ; it is a print, in which are 
repreſented three ways of ſpeaking in pub 
lic; the firſt is the theatre of harlequin and 
merry andrew; the ſecond is a preacher, 5 
wWjuhoſe pulpit is the half of a tub; the third 
is a ladder, from the top of which a man, 
who is going to be dane harangues * 
=” People. . 3 

A Preacher . 82 merryandrew, 


and a man at the gallows, makes no ve 


good figure. The body of the book is an 

_ allegorical hiſtory of the three principal 
ſeas which divided the greateſt part of 
= em Euroſs,. the Romiſh, the Luther- ' 


* a Editor of the French Original is is ſurpriſed that 15 9 5 
Author ſhould deny the exiſtence of the book of The Three - 
= Impoſtors, i it being, as he ſays, notorious, that it was printed 
. der years ago, and fince reprinted. May be ſo, but was 


not t Editor of thoſe Three Im wurm 
nde Public? | 385 
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an, and the Calviniſt; for 55 e nothing 
of the Greek Church, which poſſeſſes ſix 
times the territory of the three others; 


and leaves quite out of the queſtion Maho- 5 


1 metaniſm, which is ſtill more E exrengen than 
the Greek Church. e ett 
Tbe three brothers? to Wham: he! 900 

old man, their father, has bequeathed three 
plain coats, and all of the ſame color, ' are 
Peter, Martin, and John; that is to ſay, | 
the Pope, Luther; and Calvin. The author 
makes his three heroes commit more fol- 
lies than Cervantes aſeribes to his Don 
Quixot, and Arioſto to his Orlando Furio. 
ſo; but the Lord Peter is the worſt uſed 

by him of the three brothers. This book 
is wretchedly tranſlated into French; it was 
not indeed well poſſible ro do juſtice to the 
humor with which it is ſeaſoned; this hu- 
mor turns chiefly on the qusrreis between 
the Eſtabliſned Church of England, and 
the Presbyterian, on cuſtoms, on incidents 
unknown in France, and often on a certain 
play upon words particular to the Engliſh 
language. For exemple, the word which 
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fi gnifies | in French the Pope's Bull, ſignifies 
in Engliſh, both that and the animal called 
a Bull. Such words are a ſource of ambi- 
guities, and pleaſantry, entirely loſt upon a 
French reader. | | 

Swift was much leſs learned than Rabe | 
lais, but his wit is more pointed, more deli- 
cate; he is the Rabelais of high life. The 
Lords Oxford and Bolingbroke - procured 
the beſt benefice in Ireland, next to the 
Archbiſhoprick | of Dublin, for-a a man who 
| had ſouſed the Chriſtian religion. all over 
with ridicule; - and Abadie, who had writ- 
ten in fayour of that very religion, 2 book | 
which had met with the higheſt encomiums, 
could get only a paltry little, benefice in a 
country village. But it is to be obſerved, 
ve Rape * died i in « ſtare of , 4 85 
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| Mey 15 pleaſe your ; Highneſs,” AG N 
Wo: | 0 UR Germany, too, has not been 
without its great Noblemen and 
 Piiolophers, accuſed of irreligion. Your ce- 
| Ebrared Cornelius Agrippa \ Was looked up. 
on not only as a Conjurer, but as an Infidel. 
Tet this is contradictory; for a Conjurer be- 
beves i in God, ſince he dares intermix the 
name of God with all his conjurations: He 
belie ves allo in the Devil, ſince he ſells him 
. to the Devil. Loaded, like Apuleius, with 
' theſe two calumnies, Agrippa was well off 
that he was only in priſon for it, and that 
he only died in an hoſpital. It was he who 
the firſt broached, that the forbidden fruit 
of which Adam and Eveate, was carnal co. 
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pulation, to which they. had abandoned 


themſelves, before their having received 
from God the nuptial benediction. It was 
alſo he, that, after having cultivated the 
ſciences, was the firſt to write againſt them 
He decried the milk with which he had 
been nurſed, and which he had very ill di 
geſted. He died in 53 5, in the n of 
Grenoble. 35 b 

I know nochilep of your — Dr. 
Fauſtus, but by the comedy of which he is 
the heroe, or protagoniſt, and which is a& 
ed in all the provinces of the empire. Your 


Dr. Fauſtus appears there in a conſtant and 


regular commerce with the Devil: He 
writes letters to him, which are carried in 
the air by means of a ſtring of packthread. 
He receives anſwers from him. There are 
miracles in every act; and at the end of the 


piece, the Devil carries Fauſtus away. It is 
- faid, he was born in Swabia, and lived under 
Maximilian the Firſt. 1 do not believe he 
made his fortune under Maximilian, any 


more than under his other maſter, 


"> "PRE celebrated Eraſmus was ſuſpected 


- 2 * 75 . 


p 
— 0 ” ** * 
2 * 
< 
* - 8 * G 
LY % 0 * 
* #* ' * 
ny . e . 
8 Ry > - 
S . . 8 
* ” 8 OBA *. 4 - 
* 8 ta : ans * ” 4 
. 7 - . $44; * * 1 . 4 25% N « 
8 l F 2 ys 4 : - 
A fe 7 8 1 * 5 4 * 1 18 8 * « 
od ” » on ad _ OT 
a, 6 i 2020 198 . I . 4 
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of irreligion equally by Papiſts and by P pro | 
tſteſtants, becauſe he laughed at the exceſ . 
ſes into which both of them fell. When two 


parties are in the wrong, he who keeps 


' neuter, and is conſequently in the right, is 
pecked at by both. The ſtatue erected to 


his honor in the market-place of Rotterdam, 


his country, has revenged him of Ar 


= and the Inquiſition. 


Melancthon (Black earth 5 was open 
much! in the caſe of Eraſmus. It has been 


| pretended that he changed no leſs than 
fourteen times his opinion on the original 
Sin, and on Predeſtination. He was called 
the Proteus of Germany. He could have 
been the Neptune of} it, for n the 155 


ol the winds. 


— 


Fam le terramque meo ſine numine ON 


. & tantas audetis tollere moles / Vm. 


— 


ö | He was FE Rr? with the Gitle of 68. 
leration. He paſſed for indifferent. Being 


$ become a proteſtant, he adviſed his mother 


to continue a Roman Catholic. 5 hence it 15 


3 
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| was judged o that he was: neither one nor * the 
ohe Tea = 
bo, I ſhall omit, a your cnn the 5 1 
| 


- 7 ried of thole ſeQaries who have been re- 
proached rather with embracing faction, & 
than with adhering to opinions, and with = 
| believing rather in ambition and luſt ß 
gain, than either in Luther or in the Pope. 
Nor ſhall I fay any thing of thoſe philoſo- 
phers accuſed of having had no. other oF , 
2 pel than the goſpel of Nature. W = 
3 come to your illuſtrious Leibnitz. F. onte- 
elle, in pronouncing bis elogium at Paris, |} 
in full academy, expreſſes himſelf as ro his 
ee in the following terms. * He is ac. "i 
L 5 cuſed of having been only a great and ri. 
gid obſerver of the law of natural right: 8 
55 his Paſtors gave him reprimands en it in 
8 public, and in vain. _ 
564-0 will hereafter ſoon, my 9 as | 
that F ontenelle, who ſpoke thus, had him- 
ſelf beta babe to ed b pen 
ons. 3 N $3 2 | ; 
| Wolff, 128 Aiſeiele of Tales was ex- _ 
* poſed to the greateſt danger: : he anghe = 


1 Told, in tlie freeing 0 
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— wutevite l with - 
| 8 ſucceſs. The Lure Profeſ. 

death of 
rude of this ſchool, . 


; white Wo fad five hundred Hearers, æ OK 
tits revenge' by inforthing ugalnſt Wolf, for 


an utheiſt. Thie late king of Prufffa, Fre. 
eric Wilkam, who unllerſtöbd müch bet- 
cer the exerciſe -of his ttocps, thin he did 


the diſputes of the learned, believed Lange 


too eaſily, and gave Wolff His choice of | 


quitting his tertitörles thitwentyfourbburs, 
dr of being hanged: the philoſopher inſtant 
I reſolved the problem. by withdrawing 
himſelf to Marpourg, Where his ſcholars 
followed him, and where his reputation and 


ffortuhe Both inereafed. The tötwn of Hall 
bft by his retreat above fbur Hundred thou · 


ſand florins a year, whith the affluence of 


Juſtice dohe to dhe Philosophen önly recoll- 


=_ ed on the Monarch. Your Highneſs knows 5 
Hm Fault What's quiry and ere of ſoul the 


— 


E 


Wolffs diſciples "tid brought to it: che 
King's {vie ſuffered by it; and the in · 


_ ticle, is in fa a phi 


— 
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ſuecceſſor of this, prince: repaited the errors. 

into which his father had been draun. 

I!᷑: is ſaid in a Dictionary , under the 

article Wolff, that Charles Frederic, a Philo- 
| ſopher-with a ro] d head, the friend of 


Wolff, raiſed; him to the; dignity: of Vice- 


Chancellor of the University of the Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, and of Baron of the, Empire · 
The King. o whom this is ſaid in that ar- 
0 opher,. a man of li- 
terature ; 3 Very great genius, as well as a 
eat captain, on tbe throne, but he has no 
name of Charles; there is not in all bis do- 
minions a Univerſity. belonging to the 
Elefior of Bavaria 3 and it is ne Emperor's 
prerogative alone: t make Barons ef the 
Empire. Theſe little inaceuracies, which 
ere but too. frequent in all. Aug ionerles. 
might de eaſily corrected. 
Sinee that time, the Mey of winking 
5 Wamalde aſtoniſhing progreſſes in the north 
of Germagy. This liberty has even been, 
carried to ſuchan exegls, that LIST 


* The Khtorical D ner py none W * 
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ETTERS on 
. a priate! an abrigement of the Ecclefi af: 
_ tical- Hiſtory, ot Fleuri, with a preface in 
an eloquent lüle, and which Os as ol 
. 
he ee 55 the Chriſtian re- C 
& ligion has, like all empires, had but weak 
© beginnings. © A Jew, of the dregs of the 
people, whoſe birth was doubtful, who 
1 mixes preeepts of meralivy with the abſur _. 
« dities of ancient prophecies, to whom 
miracles are neribary, is the heroe of 
© this ſect. Twelve Vannes ſpread them. : 
15 * ſelves from the Eaſt into Italy, &c, 
It is to be lamented; that the 3 af : 
this paſſage, himſelf in other reſpects pro- 
found and ſublime, ſhould have ſuffered 


- himſelf to be ſo far carried away into free · 3 


doms ſo daring and ſo fatal to our holy re · 
ligion. Nothing can be more pernicious. 
And yet this prodigious licentiouſneſs has : 
hardly excited any clamors. It is to be wiſh. | 
eld that this book ſhould not be much di - 
vulged. ot, I ne eee c 


There have not 
. * 5 


_ many copies printed of it. 05 


The * of uy Einperor 


* 
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| Dames ot nnn a time. 
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| gainſt Chriſtianity, tranſlated at Berlin . 
the Marqueſs d' Argens, Chamberlain to > 5 
King of Pruſſia, and dedicated to Prince 

| Ferdinand of Brunſwick, would e not a 
leſs deadly ſtroke given to religion, if the 
Author had not taken care to tranquilliſe, 
0 learned remarks, the alarms of tender 
. conſciences. The work is preceded by a 
ſenſible and inſtructive Preface, in which 
he does juſtice (it is true) to the great qua- 
lities and to the virtues. of Julian; in which 
he alſo owns the deplorable errors of that 
Em xeror. I have a notion that this book: i is 5 
not unknown to your Highneſs, and, that 55 
your Tree will not i been ſtag. 

en is it K. 2 E n Ann T N "2 


IS 
"sf 


OM The Editor wo = French Gali joins R's folloning 
note: It does not appear to me, that our elegant and reli- 


- gious Author is much acquainted with thoſe German Authors, 


who, as he expreſſes it, have had the misfortune to write a- 


gainſt religion. This is thought the reaſon that, in his e * Fr 


mented liſt, he has not mentioned a Knutzeus, a Koerbach, 
Thomaſius, 4 
erxitus, a-Bakker, an ee beſides x others, . 
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may it pleaſe your 

a ve t gueſs, that 
* ure more men _ " 
re are really 
ſt are there more ſuſpicic 


ed with erue 
| ever made the 


edi hey are e like centinels, 
who are always repeating the watch-cry, 
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t exumplein 
A blaming wee 


2 
ginning f the ſixteenth cent 
Periers was a domeſtic 


- Periers meant to ee : 
gues taſte of Lucian: 
| opher's fione, on talking 
Hiorſe, on Adon's dogs. all this 


— — 


that has any 
ation. o 
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| exithar neh were levelled at in Jhe cha- 
tacters of the dogs and the horſes. As 


to the horſes they had not been accoſtom · 


ed to that honor. The doctors ſet up a 


| howl; the work was immediately ſought 


after, tranſlated into French, and printed; 


upon which every idle perſon fancied he 
bound alluſions in it, and the Doctors of 
Divinity began to balloo the amen the 
impious man, the Atheiſt. The little book 
was informed againſt to the Magiſtrate, the 
dockſeller Morin was thrown. into Priſon: 
and the Author into terrible agonies. 
The injuſtice of the perſecution proved 5 
ſuch a ſhock to the brain of Bonaventure, 
| that he: fell: upon his ſword, and killed him. 
ſelf in the palace of the princeſs Margaret, 
All the tongues of the Preachers; all the 
pens of che Divines, exerciſed themſelves 
on this tragic death. He has made away 
wich himſelf, therefore he did not believe 
God, therefore his little book, which 
bowever no-one. had had the patience to 
read through, was the catechiſm of the A- 
"1" REF (09K daid. it, de one beliey. 


- ot it: ee gn tink Stn ſum. — 
I believed it becauſe T have ſaid it, is the 
motto of mankind. They repeat an abſurdi-· 
ty, and by dint of ee * come to be 
pin of it. | 
This book grew e rare; ; another | 
. this for believing it infernal. All the 
Authors of literary anecdotes, and of diet 
onaries, have not failed of affirming that 
this book was the fore-runner of Spinoſa. 
Me have ſtill extant, a work of a Coun- 
fellor of Bourges, whoſe name was Catheri- 
not, moſt worthy of the armorial enſigns of 
"om This great judge ſays, * We have 
two impious books, which I never ſaw; 
the one De Tribus Inpoſtoribus, the nn 
ther the Cimbalum Mundi,” But, my - 
good friend, if thou didſt never fee them; =— 
_ why doſt thou ſpeak of then 
The Minim Merſenne, the Factor of NIN | 
Def es, he who gave twelve apoſtles io WW 


| Fagioi, ſays of Bona venture Des Periers, 
He is 4 monſter, and a reprobate, off conſum- 
©: mate impiety. You are to obſerve, he bad 

1 never red his book. is There were not 


-— 


impiety or atheiſm of the book; ; it was an 
founctinteler⸗ 


ſuits, and the. conve 
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mony. "The zelne cen retire . 
reaſbns. "'Theophilius- was: once u Rott and 5 
| 4 8 doon Sent eb, vusum et Gu. 
Jeon." He <ofapoſed/ a final poem, in 
eus Were bet much ſparedz 
dee fe irte ne of it, that: ciroulated o- 
ver All France. e na e 
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*\Theophilus himſelf repeats them in an 


5 idee verſe from his priſon to Lewis 
the Thirteenth. All the Tefairs, gave à looſe. 
tto their rage againſt him. The two molt | 
furious of them, Garaſſe and Guerin, dif. 

ed the pulpit, and violated the laws, 

naming him in their ſermons, treating 

him as an Atheiſt, an execrable reprobate, 


1 aps him all theit rifeniale de · 
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| yore, A Jeſuit ee Win 
by name, who neither wrote nor preached, 
but who had a great intereſt with the Car- 
dinal Rochefoucault, commenced a crimi | 
nal proſecution. againſt him, and ſuborned, 

for that putpoſe, a young debauchee, Sajeot 
by name, who had been his ſcholar,” and 
who paſſed for having been ſubſervient to 
his infamous pleaſures, which the party ac- 
cuſed reproached him with, at confrontment. 
In ſhort, the Jeſuit Voiſin obtained, _ 


means of the favor of the Jeſuit Cauſſin, 
Confeſſor to the King, an order for taking 


him into cuſtody on a charge of impiety and 
atheiſm. This unhappy man was, on this, for- 
ced to fly for it, and the procedure went on 
againſt him, in acourſe of outlawry, fo that, 
in 1621, he was burnt in effigy. Who would 
imagine that the rage of the Jeſuits was not 
to be fatiated even with this? Voiſin hired a 
Lieutenant of the Conſtableſhip, one called 
Le Blanc, to take him up in his retreat in 
Picardy. He was thrown; loaded with irons, 
into a dungeon, amidſt the acclamations of 
the populace, t tow hom Le Blanc kept or 


£38 ins 4 tons 


ing out, © This is an Atheiſt, we are going to 


0 
- 4%. 
15 4 


| EMINENT WR ITERS. 73 


burn. Then he was carried to ebe 
ergerie, where he was put into the ſame cell 
that Ravaillac, the aſſaſſin: of Henry the 
Fourth, had been. He remained there a 
whole year, during which the Jeſuits pro- | 
longed the procedure, 3 Auk n nen ; 
_ proofs againſt him 


While he was in irons, Guraſſe was pu. — 


bliſhing his Curious Doctrine, in which he 
_ fays, chat Paſquier, Cardinal Wolſey, Scas 
tiger, Luther, Calvin, Beza, the King of 
England, the Landgrave of Heſſe, are vil. 
lainous At \eiſts and Carpocratians. This 
Garaſſe wrote in his time as themiſerable 
ex jeſuit Nonote has written in his: all the 
difference is, chat the inſolence of the one is 
founded upon the influenee wliich the Je- 15 
__ foits then had; and that the rage of the ab. 
ſurd Nonote is the fruit of the horrors and 
contempt into which the Jeſuits are fallen 
in. Europe: it is the ſerpent/{triving to bite, 
even after it is cut in pieces. Theophilu: 
ns eſpecialiy examined as to the ſatirical 
Parnaſſus a collection of obſcenities in the 
ate of Petronius, of Martial, of Carullus, 
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do la Cala, of the Biſhop 

ravian de St. Gelaia, . and of Melia de St. 
| Gelais, his ſon, of Areting, of Choriet, of 
Marot, of Verville; of the Epigrams 


of Angonleme Oc- 


= 
Rouſſegu, and of a hundred —— 


fooleries. This work was not a e ; 


deoph lus; he had no hand in 1 We. 


' Bookſaller. bad colleQed. all — — "4 
from Menard, from Colletet, from, one Fre 
N 2 from ſome Lorgs aß che Court. 


le was in no wiſe 


0 concerned, in ibis edition, againſt, which be 


a petition, In ſhort, 


_ tho Jeluits, homever powerful they were 
in thoſe days, cou 
tion oß getting him 
with difficulty that they could prevail for 
bis being baniſhed from Paris. Vet- he re- 


got hage the conſpla· 
bunpt, and. it. WAS, even 


turned there, in ſpite of. them, protected by 


| the Duke of Mommorenci, who, gave him 


anapartment in. bis houſe, where be died in 


18626, of the grief under wbiehi he was at 
length forced to hid! RO one Fi ue | 
enen | 
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e eee a . of Parliament, 


wh wing in his.yonth,,, had been a friend of 


"Theophilus, and who had not deſerted him 


üben What grounds? On à 
ſtory made of him about an adventure of a 


M81 of a turh for for ation 25 of Wit, 
migbt very Well, in a tab erh, have dé. 
viated from ce fabred kult Wm of meagre 
diet on a Saturday, and, atidſt a ſtorm of 
rain and thunder, have thrown che difh out 


of the window, faying, here i 5 a racket in- 


| deed about a , bacon-ommele Withont 


the more for Doty i hy . 


_enfatidn of Atheiſm. It was; "doubtleſs, a 


„ of 1245 ordinance of mes re days; but 
it was not a tene of Gol 


892 — 


age” 


ej has cotſtatitly paſſed for ah 


bacon- ommelett. * A\ vont man nat aral 


Fer irreverence; it was inſulting the 
urch, in which he Was born; it was a de- 
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=. But what Principally fixed this reputation 

3 on him, was the indiſcreet raſhneſs of Boi- 

&- - tau, who,in his Satire on Woman, which, 
by the bye, is not his beſt, _—_— more 
chan one e in petticoats-. rel 
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| Du PTE dank Pale Da les drk | 8 
8 parlant de Dies ou a4 
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| E 52 did this Ma; hag FOTO 
thing againſt the Deity. 11 is not fair to blaſt 
| with, the name of Atheiſt, a man of merit, 
| againſt whom there 1 is no proof; it isa cruel | 


21 71 4 27 1. | | 
5 On. Desbarreaux wa W s fathi here X 4 
the famous ſonnet, which ends thus: | ; 15 


2 * n 


1045 r Fl elt wall OTE. guerre] p 
Jadore, en pe iffant, Ia raiſon qut aigrit: guerre, 
Nlais deſſus quel endroit tombers ton tennerre, 
1 e dn ſage Jeſus-Ch. 883 . 
= - 


| / 
This f. ſonngt is_ al 73 gras 87 bc. 
1 ting Fefus Chriſt in verſe is not 75 erab le” 
=: uerre. ou rely not French; 
=. Teng api e Fo ger 4 by TIN CE, a, 


5 Bravin hs ain gere in air, and 
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| are um Ar quot ba „ 
Tbdeſe verſes are of the Abbot Lavau; aud 
Desbarreaus ever took it deen * their es. 
ing imp ted ro him. U hah l eule 


0 2 15 37 1 AOgie 01 FR 71 2 FR $1 . by 2.0% 7 815 "HIP 


10 * Ex NornE TIER VATER 


15 \ Tux INN las Ls. Mothe Pg 
Vayer; Counſellor of ſtate, Preceptor of 
the brother of Lewis the XIVrb, and even 

for near a year, to Eewis XIV bimſelf, did 
not leſs incur ſuſpicions than the voluptu. 

ous Desbarreaux. There was at that time 


. 


e eee the ede, my b — | 


ee ff ne Janſeaiſts' „ 
5 who agreet with Sti Auguſſine, m looking 
Ie the virtues of the great men of antiqui - 
ty ab no better than phendid fins, gave him 

nd quarter. The higheſt pitch of fanatic 
inſolence is, their ſaying, + No ane fhall 

0 dive virtue but We and our friends: S8 


>. 


| Confucius, Marcus Ade, Epic 
G3. 
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very little philoſophy i in France. His Trea- 


— 


* 1 2 7 
3 


not of our  communian' 10 8 
well now recovered from this abſurdity; 
but in thoſe days it was predominate. Ix 


ſtands related in a very curious work, that 


one day one of thoſe demoniacs, ſeeing La 


Mothe le, Vayer paſs in the gallery of the 


Louvre, ſaid aloud, There goes a man 


a: part religion. \Le Vayer, inſtead of 
puniſhed, turned tothe man, 

= a „N friend,] have ſo much reli. 
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Lene have been ſome works publiſhed | 
iat Chriſtianity under the name of St. 
Evremont, but none of them are his. It hail. 


been imagined, that after his death thoſe 


dangerous books might be made to paſs un- 


der favour of his reputation; and indeed be- 
cauſe there are to be found in the works 
really his, ſeveral ſtrokes which denote a 

mind rid of the prejudices of infancy. Be: 


ſides, his Epicurean life, and A 
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ant. —— 
name Foy 8 their pe 


&- 


religion. which is aucri uted to him. 1 


| votktepding: 40 chat dne whols.chro- 
Scriptures, No bases re than the 
author into a diſcuſſion: 


* 


mer Phlegon, had. 


f Chriſtian 3 under the pretext that it 1 


Was ill defended.. 45 Ms 


: Ls - Beſides, as to St. N ba was inca- 75 
pable of ſuch. ſcientific reſearches. His wit | 

Was agreeable and genuine; but he had lit - 
tle of learning, no genius, and his taſte. not 
very pure. ** nen on the > -Romans 1 


e nicious opinions Me, | 
have. eſpecially an analiſis of +- | 


that opinion f 
which ſome Divines were, rhat the Aſtrono- 
00 ken of the darkneſs 
Which covered the whole dann at the death 2 
| author iv perfolyinche right againſt thoſe 
"Fo who 2 for *: nee in the teſtimony =” 
of this Aſtronomer; ,; but ek is mpeb 5 
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ath, ſerved for pretent to 


5 


tired them, for he 


Ten de longer 


an Uf thoſe wen, b Mieble uadFult of 
© wh& floriſhed th the brülHant times of 
Des de XIṼ, but bot is we wann of 


diary of the Aesdem Aesdemy of Sciences, had a 
ggktarer Moeck 16 etievutitet. In 168 6 he 

got inſerred in 'the republic ef Lettetb 
Buyle, a 8 a 


j 


ö of Borneo! this Was ati al 
and Geneva; _ were a 
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IIK 
a wittehGdeſt plays; and to make thedaldeſ 
vetles that ever tired teaders, Who are; HW. 


1 reads them) He may be placed in 
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| Gn they jere/ adwitred - to kiſs, ber feet; 


adore the bones of 
the dead; and Often, when they had a = 
mind to breakfaſt, ſhe. made the bread; af | 

appear. In ſhort, her ſorceries and her 
mad procedure raiſed a great party againſt 
her, and her ſiſte N got the! alf of 
her kingdom fowl her. T 81 an oft 

„ Bayle did not, at the firſt, diſcover 
drift of the pleaſantry; but the Abbot Ter- : 
: fon | having commented ir, the thing made 
# great noiſe. It was in the time of the re- 
yocation of the edit of Nantes; Fontenelle : 
ran ſome. riſque of being ſhut, up in the 
Baſtile, upon. which he had the meanneſs 


to Perser ſome i omg; enough in honor 


by ous obliged to a 


\ 1 e de Is gen ſous Tonis I 8 
Grand, 1 at e 0 | 
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5 Bot having mn wich gen WN 

net Sed, in Krevch » Vang ale's learned 
hiſtory) of -Qracles, r elde e 
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and a.zealous. patriot, but ar thing jo 
— ow bag terne me Tien . > 
was not perſecuted; an, exemption he. owed 
to his writing, in, a manner that made. no 
us.: His ſtile be nd, gacesg, be 
tale, red, and, pretended. to. nothing; 1 
| thoſe, who, red him laughed, at him, ande — 
— home ha kad eee ele nl 
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SANWHILR, * many years hefors, Th 

: 4 therg;was;riſ ing into repuration.the,immor 7 

2 tal Bayle, the fipſt. of Dialecticians, and. af A 

i Scepic, Philoſophers. He had. already pu- 

I ANlifhed: his chougbts on the Comer, his An. 
© _ ſwgrstotbeQueſtiansofaCounyyeorraſpon- ©  Þ 

dent, andjatlengrh;, what may;be-called his 

-Pigtignary of Reaſon. His greateſt. enemies 

are, forged to on that, im all. his, works, 

there is nat a ſingle / line: thas; cani be called 
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| gered with them; 


1 Ae at ble we 8 are agen ber 
ien bis greateſt defenders muſt allow, that 
in his articles of controverſy, chere is not 
one e page that: does not lead the reader into 

doubt, and often into ineredulity. Tbey 
could not convict himſelf of being impious; 
but he made others impious by N bis | 
a odjections againſt our doctrinal tenets, into 
ſo ſtrong a light, that it was not well por : 
Gble fora mediocrity: of faith not to e ſtag 


and u happily the great- 
eſt part of his readers are in th che caſe of a 
morn RN · ˙mAͤ ²ĩÄ0ʃ,ã?§ anth 
It is related in one e f f theſe hiſtorical de. 8 
4 3 where truth is ſo often mixed | 
with lies, that the Cardinal de Polignac, paſ- 
ling by the way of Rotterdam, alked* of 
Bayle- whether he was à Church of Eng. 
land- man, or a Lutheran; ora Calviniſt? and 
that his anſwer was, I am a Proteſtant, RO 
or T proteſt againſt all religions Now, 5 
in the firſt place, Cardinal Polignac ED 
took Rotterdam ih bis way, but when he | 
went to eonelude the peace of einn ect he 
x74 3, and then 2 was dead. 
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/ Secondly, This learned Prelate was not 
namen of Bayle's being born a Calvi. 
niſt in the country of Foix, and chat never 
having been in England nor in Germany, | 
it was not natural to think he could be ei. 
thera n of n or a Lone. , 
rats. /; | 
Ti birdly, He 3 polite to queſtion, * 
man about his religion. Bayle, it is true, 
| had really ſometimes ſaid what he was 
feigned to have ſaid to the Cardinal, to 


which he would add, that he was ſome· | 


"i ; Boulanger, a Meſlier de J wy 


thing like Homer's cloud- compelling Jove. 
He was, in other reſpects, a man of great 
: regularity and ſimplicity of manners; a 
true Philoſopher to the utmoſt, extent of 
that word. He died ſuddenly, after haying 3 
_ written theſe: words, + DFE whey Mas: thing * 
called Truth . 8 

He had ſought for i it all his life, and 
: asd nothing every nd but errors. 
Alfter him, inquiries have gone greater 

Tenghbn. A Maillet, a ] Bouleinvilliers, a 7 


repigni, athe 


5 23 Freret, tl 


| La Abende b have attack - 
Ch janity: wich as much inveteracy as 
1 Borpbicy, 'a Celſus, Or a Julian. . 
I have often tried to inquire out the 
goal, -which could determine ſo many 
modern writers to diſplay their hatred a- 


| - leſt Chriſtianity. Some have anſwered 
mes that the writings of the more modern 
apologiſts of our religion had provoked 


heir indignation; that if thoſe apologiſts 
bad witten with that moderation with 


which their cauſe ought to have inſpired 
them, no-one would have thought of en- 


— \ 


countering them; but chat their bilious 


were contagious, and gave the 


 bilious diſorder ; that their paſſion excited 


Fade, and that the £0 


tempt in return; ſo that, at let 


empt which they 
Afekted for Philoſophers,” begot their con- 


| fell out between The mg tb . 


nemies of ' Chriſtianiry, which had been 


ſeen ts full out among all other communi - 
ons; there bas been a great deal ene 
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1 EYRAC is. he. Mat ir comm ntator of 
Mo Fe there is more account made than of 
mis Author. He tranſlated and commented 
le farrago of Puffendorf, but he enriched it 
Vuuith a preface, which alone procured a ſale 
flor the book, He remouars, in this =. 

doo the ſourges of morality, and bas the ſpirit- 
ed candor te make it appear, that the Fa- 
mers of the Church did not always know 
dis pure meralitz: and that they disfigur- 
dead it by firange- allegories; as when. they 
Ny chat the reg of red cloth expoſed at the 
window by the woman tavern Keeper Ra- 
ab. is viſibly. the blood of Jeſus Chriſt ; chat 
- Moſes wy iter his arms during the battle 


55 kiſſes of the nn the m rriage 

Jieſus Chriſt with his Church; che t the great 

_ - gate of the Ark of Noah is a type af che 

human _ 12 aha; wither hen pov 

ment. 3 Se 4 * 5 
| n 2 e 
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ans could not, in point of morali- 


ty, endure, that Auguſtine ſhould become- 
a perſecutor, after having preached To- 


leration. He highly condemns the groſs in- 


vedctives that Jerom brings off his ſtomach 
E his adverſaries, and eſpecially againſt 
Kufinus, and againſt Vigilantius. He ani- 
madverts an the contradictions in the mora · 
lity of the Fathers; while it provokes his | 
indignation, that they had ſome times in- 
ſpired a hatred of their country, as where 
Tertullian poſitively prohibits Chriſtians to 
carry arms for the defence of the empire. 
Barbeyrac had violent enemies, who ac- 
cuſel him of wanting to deſtroy the Chriſti · 
an religion,” by rendering thoſe ridiculous, 
who had maintained it with their indefati- 
gable labors. He defended himſelf; but in 
his defence he let appear ſo profound: . 
contempt for the Fathers of the Church; 
he teſtifies ſo much diſdain for their falſe. * 
loquence, and for their dialectic; he fo 
highly prefers to them Confacius, \Socra- 
tes, Zaleucus, Cicero, the Emperor Antoni- 


nus, Epictetus, that it is eaſy to ſee that 


45 
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ö Barbeytac i is rather the zealous partiſan of 
be eternal Juſtice, and of the law of Na- 
| _ given by God to man, than the wor. 
ſhipper of the holy miſteries of Chriſtian 

If he has deceived himſelf in ang © God 


155 to be the father of all madtkind* if he has 


been fo unhappy as not to for” that God 


| cannot love any but Chriſtians, under a 


ſubmiſſion” to him of heart, and of under! 
ſtanding, his error is at leaſt that of a vic 
. nous ſoul, and ſi nce he loved mankind, it 
is not ff mankind to inſult him; I it is for 


God to > Judge bim. wy 


0, Mudemoifele H 5 B * R r. 


i Nibselari E Hound was 4 — 
of a great deal of wit, and ſiſter to the Ab- 
bot Hubert, well known to the prince your 
father. She wrote, about the year 1740, 
jointly with a great Metaphiſician, a book 


entitled, La Religion Mentielle c 4 Hamme · | 


„ muſt be confeſſed that, unhappily,- this 

eſſential religion is pure Theiſm, ſuch a as 

the Noachites e 0 before that e 
1 15 5 


14 4 a ; 
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= te had; deigned to conſtitute to himſelf a be- 
7 — loved people in the deſarts of Sinai and 

| Oreb, and to give them particular. laws.. 5 
Apcording to Mademoiſelle. Hubert, and to 
her friend, the religion eſſential to wan 
ought. to be of all times, of all places, and 
ſor all underſtandings. Eyery thing that is 

miſtery i 18 above man, and Was niger made 
for bim: the practice of the virti 


| haye no relation with the tenets of relig. 5 
ous doctrine. 55 The eſſential religion con; | 
| ſiſts 1 in what. a man ought, to do, not in 
what he cannot conceive. Intolerancy i is to N 
the eſſential religion, what barbariſm is to 
humanity, cruelty to mildneſs. This is pre- 
0 ciſely the ſummary of the book. The au- 
mor is very abſtracted: it is a ſucceſſion of 
lemmas and-theorems which diffuſe. ſome · 
mes more obſcurity. than light. It is not 
eaſy for a reader to keep up the chain of 
ideas. It is really aſtoniſhing that a woman 


ſhould write like a geametrician, on ſo in- 


ereſting a matter; pethaps ſhe had a mind | 
ta diſguſt her. grader who. 5 75 have 2 


. ber, if 


Ues can . 


Theiſt 


wo TL” Ws I N 
F 1 4 2 
PEE 


s Mi iſters;ought, o ons 
ore moderate with the 


3 than wich the catholic Biſhops and 

Cardinals: For let vs, ſuppoſe, for an in- 

Rant, what God forbid ſhould happen, that | 

: | ſhould prevail, that there ſnould bee 
but one plain ſimple worſhip, under he 
authority of the laws and the magiſtrates, 

| that every thing was reduced to the adora- 
tion of a Supreme Being, the avenger of 

evil, the rewarder of good; the Proteſtant 

Preachers would loſe nothing by it; they 

Voould remain in the official charge 


of pre- 


ſſding over the prayers addreſſed to that 
ſupreme Being; they would ſtill. be maſters 
of morality; their penſions would be preſerv- 
ed to them; or, if they were to loſe chem, 
che loſs would be comparatively very ſmall. 
On che contrary, their antagoniſts have 
e prelacies ; they are. counts, dukes, 


| Fringeac they have ſovereignt ies, and. tha? 


4 BA advan 8 eee 
As ſhe was a proteſtant, ſhe has hardly been 
Fo red by any but Proteſtants. A Preache W 
ö by name Deſroches, undertodk 10 refute 
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a Nene elende — the ſuc · 
ceſſors of the Apoſtles, they will never ſuf: 


fer themſelves to be ſtrĩpped of them: Nay, 5 


even the temporal rights which they have 
acquired, are, at preſent, ſo connected with 
the cofiſtitution' of the Roman Catholic 
ſtates, that they could not be deprived of 
e without violent convulfi Guss. 
Now Theiſm, being a religion clear of 
enthuſiaſm, will never, of itſelf, cauſe any 
revolution: It is erroneous, but pacific. All 
that could be feared is; that if Theiſm was 


to be ſo univerſally diffuſed, it might inſen · 


ſibly diſpoſe all people to deſpiſe the yoke. 
of the prieſts; and that, on the firſt vecaſi- 
on, the magiſtracy would reduce them to 
the ſole function of praying to God for the 


people; but ſo long as they would be mo- 5 


derate they would be reſpected: there is 
| nothing but the miſuſe of: power that can — 


enervate power. And, in fact, let us, my 
Prince, remark, that two or three hundred 


volumes of Theiſm have not diminiſhed of 


Ne the revenue of the Roman Catho- 
lie Priel, and that 1 two or three books of 


—— 
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1 Sn and Calvin have deprived them of 
about fifty millions a year. To hundred | 
years ago a quarrel of theology was enough | 
to overturn the ſiſtem of Europe: 'Theiſm _ 
|. could never collect together four people in 
arms. It may be even ſaid, that this religion, 
while f it decęives the aid: ſoftens it, and 
is qualified to appeaſe ſuch quarrels as are 
produced by a miſunderſtanding of truth. 
However that may be, I confine myſelf to 
the giving a faithful account of a 89 
1 in n Js: is yours: to W 1 
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Tus . — W was | 
\ perpetual; Secretary to; the Academy, of : 
Belles Lettres at Paris. He had made as 5 
e ragen 28, humanly⸗ ſpeaking / can 8 
made in the oriental languages, and 
in * abſence depths of antiquity. In do · 
ing, however, juſtice to his immenſe exuditr 
on, and to bis probity, I am far from ea 
cuſing his heterodoxy. He was; like St. 
Irenæus, not only perſuaded that. Jeſus 
Chriſt was above fifty years of age when 


1 a d Wb Jie of he ke King Jan. 
| nous, beth ſon of "Hircan. The Jews are _ 


ried to ſup pport it, | 
were not Seen Ry c 


> wes ea. | 
ese tide of Matthew, of Jol | 
| is” of Mark, and, of Raney” yo not Weinen 1 


BF: ibs about a 
a from, irs very foundations. The S739 
1 who ſaw their falſe Prophet 
* bins give out the leaves of his Koran, 5 
ubo ſaw them after his d. emnly re- 
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e Thank Mesut we are not come to 
that wretched paſs. What would be 


ome of 
us if what Freret advances was true! We 
have ſufficient proofs of the antiquity of the 


four Goſpels. Beſides, Sr. Irenzus expreſs- 


” ſays there ought to be but four. ü 
LTILown that Freret cuts to pieces the piti · 


| ful arg ument of Abadie. This Abadie pre- 


teins that the firſt Chriſtians died for the- 


1 Golpels, and that it is only for the truth 
that people Will die. But this Abadie ac 


knowleges that the firſt Chriſtians had forged 
falſe Goſpels; ſo that even, according to 


Abadie himſelf,” the firſt Chriſtians died for 


falſities. Abadie ought to have conſidered 
two eſſential points; firſt, | that it is no 


| where written that the primitive Chriſtians 

were examined by the Ma 
the Goſpels ; ſecondly, that there are Mar- 
tyrs in all Con 


iſtrates: touching 


munions. But if Freret gets 


the better of Abadie, he is himſelf over- 
powered by the miracles which our holy 
 Goſj Pre have W He denies mo mi. 


3 


EMINENT. WRITERS. „* 


. _— but there are oppoſed to him a cloud 
of witmelſes. He denies the witneſſes; ob 
_ then, there is packing left for: it 1 r 
bim! Fa 
IL agree wth fy thac there. . been 
5 eee an uſe made of pious frauds; 
1 agree with him that, in the Appendix f 
the firſt Council of Nice, it is {aid, that in 
| order to diſtinguiſh all the cannonical books 
from the falſe, they were placed confuledly | 
one with another, upon @ great table, and 
that a prayer was addreſſed to the Holy 
Ghoſt, that he would make all the apocry- 
phal ones fall to the ground: and they im. 
mediately fell, and only the genuine ones 
remained. I confeſs, in ſhort; that the 


<hurchhas been'over-run with falſe . Wee 
but from there having been falſmies and _ 
deceit in it, does it follow that it has had 


no truth, no candor? Certainly Freret goes 
td co far; he demolifhes the whole edifice, 


_ inftead of repairing it: he does as ſo many - 
others have done, be leads to the ee | 


; of one only God, without the medit 


* 


8 tiſt, Bur, ahead his book broahes mo. 


7 1 — 7 
. c 9 ; 3 % — 
8 4 * 2 
Z 9 7 Y 2 a N 8 : : . 8 8 * 
” . * E F 4 , , 3 7 Py 6 F Lk A * p 
T TE” 4 » * 8 2 2 „ 822 72 me 7; 22 * FS j — — — — - — 
* . ed Lo . 8 4; g 2 as 0s een 5 — do — 4 * N ts aan. — 
5 aa 9 "= ome ne. —— tute ir a "__ : | 
— 0 AEDT bye one RAT ag ours + en 5 — _ — . 
1 8 > — * * = — — - — — — 2 
an x 0 - 1 - ph 8 — 1-1 2 


e — Anbe one aol; per. 
don his errors; he preaches nothing but 
wi Igence and toleration: he does not 
cruelly abuſe the Chriſtians, like Lord Bo- 
| Iingbroke; he does not laugh at them, like 
the Curate Rabelais, and the Curate Swift. 
He is a Philoſopher the more dangerous 
for his being very learned, very conſequen- 
tial, and very modeſt. It is to be hoped that 
there may be found men of learning, who 
will refute him 1 70 n bas been done 
hitherto. $4 | Wn 
His moſt ae rgainebr-. is, chat FE 
God had deigned to make himſelf a man 
95 and a Jew, and to die in Paleſtine, by an 
dee puniſhmenr, to expiate the crimes 
of mankind, and tb baniſh ſin from the 
earth, there ought to have been no longer 
any ſin or crime on the face of it: whereas, 
_ ſays he, the Chriſtians have been more a-. 
- \bominable monſters than all the ſectaries of 
e other religions put together. He brings, 
for an evident proof of this, the maſſacres, 
ide wheels, the gibbets, and the burnings at 
a ſtake, in the Cevennes, and near a hun- 
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"Aon ſand human creatu res that periſhed 
under our eyes, in that province; the maſ. 
mo in the valleys of Piemont; the maſ⸗ 
ſacres of the Valteline, in the time orf 
Charles Borromeo; the mallicres of the 
Anabaptiſts maſſacred and maſſacrers; the 
maſſacres of the Lutherans. and Papiſts, 
from the Rhine to the extremities of the 
North; the maſſacres in Ireland, England, 
and e in the time of Charles I. who 
was himſelf maſſaered; the maſſacres order 
ed by Mary, and by ber father Henry VIII; 

the maſſacres on St. Bartholomew 8, in 
France, and forty years more of other maſ- 
| facres between Francis II. and the entery of 
wo IV. into Paris; the maſſacres by the 
- Inquilition; maſſacres, - perhaps, yet more 
9 as being judicially committed; in 
hort, the maſſacre of twelve millions of 


the inhabitants of the new world, execut. 


ed crucifix in hand; and this without reck- 
3 all the e ee precedently commit. 

ed in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, without 5 
_ reckoning above twenty ſchiſms, and twenty 


wars of Nrer againſt Faye and r | 
wwe & , 


, 


p69 Biſhops; without rec 


hy 


LET ”T ERS ON. 


oning the * 
ſons, the aſſaſſinations, the rapines of the 


Popes, Jobn XI, John XII, Jobn XVIII. 


John XXII, of a Gregory VIII, of a Boni · 


face VIII, of an Alexander VI, 1 vn 


many other Popes who exceeded in wick- 
edneſs a Nero or a Caligula. In ſhort, he 

_ obſerves that this horrid and almoſt unin · 

_ terrupted chain of religious wars, for four- 
teen centuries, never ſubſiſted but among 
Chriſtians, and that no peoplebut themſelves 
ever ſpilt a drop of human blood for 
theological arguments, We are obliged to 
grant to Freret, that all this is true; but in 
making the enumeration of the crimes which 
have come to light, he e forgets the virtues. 
that have been kept concealed; he forgets 
eſpecially that thoſe diabolical horrors, of 

. Which he has made fo prodigious a diſplay, - 


are an abuſe of the Chriſtian religion, and 


not the ſpirit of it. If Jeſus Chriſt has not 
deſtroyed ſin on earth, what does that 
prove? At the moſt, it can only be inferred, 


Ant, as the Janſeniſts ſay, Jeſus Chriſt did 
| not die * * but * n pro vobie et 


” > - * 
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mull: bur without t perſuming to compre. | 
hend theſe high myſteries, let us, my 
wi «gh reſt a with adoring as. 


7 po 
2 E Kh by 44.5 34D 6. {TS 


l o. Borax Gn *. 


Tax Chriftienifme es or © Chriſhiani- 
» Uuveiled, of Boulanger, is not written 
br rhat method; and depth of eruditian 

criticiſm, which characteriſe the learned 
— Boulanger is a bold Philoſopher, 
who | remounts to the ſources without 
eigning to ſound the ſtreams. He is at 
- cheeaMiſted bud: ens e \'Ehe'ihorrorg 
wih which ſo-many Chriſtian churches, 
W ee e 

ut emlelyes; the cowardly barbarity 
Magiſtrates, who could ſacriſice td 

. Prieſts ſa AY worthy fubjeds; the 
Prin 8, who, to pleaſe them, have become 
infamous perſecutors ; ſo much nonſamſe ii 
dhe eceleſiaſtical, quarrels, ſo many abomi 
nations in the courſe of thoſe quarrels, che 
ee ere or erg the thrones of : 


cemented REV the 
horrid wars of religion with which Chriſti- 
anity alone has over run the face of the 
earth; this enormous chaos of abſurdities 
and of crimes,. moves ſo powerfully the i- 
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blood 1496; men; Ws 


Rec of Boulanger, chat, in ſome places 
of his book, be goes near to doubt the Di- 


vine Providence itſelf. Fatal error! which, 


ever; the fires of the Inquiſition, and 


our religious wars, might perhaps almoſt 
4+ excuſe, if it could be excuſaꝶle. But nopre- 
tent can juſtify Atheiſm. Should all the 
A Chriſtians have cut one another's:throats, 
mould they have | devoured the entrails 
ef ther brothers murdered for argu- | 
ments, fh 
one ſingle Chriſtian on the face of the earth, 
let him but look at the Sun, and it is im. 
11 poſſible that be ſhould not acknowlege 
and adore an Eternal Being: He might, f in 
. His afflidion, fay, my forefathers and my 


id there remain no more than 


17 1 have pecan nat ww EY is 
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5 15 iD all 1 — r een ease : 


was the moſt moderate, and / carried the 


| ſmootheſt edge. In bis. Perſian Letters he 
was only pleaſant, but ip his Spirit of Laws 


he is neat and profound. This work, in hort, 
full of excellent things, and of faults, ſeems 
founded on the Law of Nature, and on an 
indifference. for all religions; this it is eſpe. 

cially that made him fo many enemies, and 
ſo many partiſans. But the enemies were, 


for this once, vanquiſhed by the Philoſo- - 


phers. A ery, long kept in, broke forth on 


5 al ſides; and there began to be diſcovered 
the progreſs of Theiſm, which had been, 
for a long while, ſtriking profound roots. 


The Sorbonne had a good mind to cenſure 
the Spirit of Laws: but they felt that the 


public would cenſure them, and therefore 


1 | kept ſilence. There were only a few mi- 
ſerable obſcure ſcribblers, ſuch as an Abbot 


Guyon, and a Jeſuit, who abuſed the Pre - 


. OO and. ada bus tho 
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obſcurer for the attempt, ee 
the celebrity of the man they were attack - 
ing. They would have done more ſervice 
to religion, if they would have combated 


with the arms of fair reaſon; but wy were 
r N age ge ane eee 


07 DE La M te 05 


5 e e on a Hood of 
writings againſt Chriſtianity. La Merrie, a 
teuere and the beſt of the Commentatorg 
on Boerhaave, quitted, as he himſelf ſaid, 

the phyſic of the body for the phyſie of the 


| deal. But his ern (Man « a Ma- 15 


| that he adde neee — He 
was Reader to the Wi of 1 
er u cademy at Berlin. 


| Theclogy: be cover the Aeademician; 


da which duales it was chat La Motrie | 
1 _ the n, of chat e 3 


E EMI N EN | 5 


N 


| e to ae his. funeral 5 
This elagum was rediat, the ea 95 ö 
a Secretary of the Cabinet. & King, gover- 
ned by a Jeſuit, might have proſcribed La 
Merrie and his memory; a King, who was 
governed only. by his reaſon, . abliracted the 
Philoſopher from the Infidel, pry leaving 
to God the care of puniſhing dis! impiary, 
nen and praiſed his manic... Mp 


— 
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| 71s One diatier as ag e bod 
oy fingular phenomenont that had yet been 
ſeen among all the meteors. of evil portent 


to the Chriſtian religion. He was Curate = 


of the village de Trepigui, in Champagne, 
near Rocroi, and did alſa. duty at a little. 
village annexed. to. it, called —__ His fa. 
ther was a weaver in ſerge, of the village 
of Mazerni, dependent on the, dutchy of 
-Rhetel, This man, of manners irreprcach- 
able, and aſſiduous at all his duties, gave 
every year to the poor of his pariſh all that 
remained to him of his revenue. He died 
in 1733, aged fifty- five you It cauſed , 


\ 


» Heap bes” b Ns "Ro ict 1 e 


and ſixty.ſix ſneets each, all three of his own 
hand. writing, and ſig ned by bim, intitled, 


. My Teſfament. He 520 wrote on a piece pr. 
 brown- paper, in which was wrapped one 


of the three copies directed to two pariſhi- 
oners, theſe remarkable words 
I I have ſsen and been convinced of the 
bh, errors, and abuſes, the follies, the wicked- 
« nels;of x inkind. 1 hate ad deteſt them, : 
1 durſt not ſay ſo much during my life, 


but 1 will at leaſt fay it at my death; and 


| it is for the divulgation of this, chat 1 


„ write this preſent memorial, that it may : 
© ſerve 48 teſtimony to all x who o ſhall 10 
* © orfead': it, if x hey pleaſe,” Bod: bet Wk 

- 'The' ſubſtance of this works is a "Rey : 
and unpoliſhed efuration, without excepti- 
on, of all the tenets of our doctrine. The 


* is very forbidding, and ſuch as might 


X expected from che Cürate of a country 
lage. Towards the compoſition of. this 


ſtrange writing againſt the Bible, and againſt 


the Church, HE: 2285 no * ho the Bible 
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me of the Fathers. 7: ? Of the 1 
s, there was one kept by 


0. Grand Vicar of Rheims; another was 
ſent to Chauvelin, Lord Keeper of the 
| Seals; the third remained in the regiſter · of · 
j dce of the place. The Count de Caylus had, 
for ſome time, in his hands, one of theſe 
three copies, and ſoon after there were a· 
| bovea hundred in Paris, which were fold 
for ten Louis dores a piece. Several of the 
curious in literature ſtill preſerve this ſad 
and dangerous monument. A prieſt who. 
dying, accuſes himſelf of having profeſſed 


and taught the Chriſtian religion, made a 


ſtronger impreſſion on the minds of many, 
5 than the thoughts of Paſchal. N | 


Such; methinks, would have done * 


N to reflect on the unaccountable turn of this 


moody Prieſt, who aimed at delivering his 
pariſhioners from the yoke; of a religion 


which he had himſelf, for twenty years, 


_ preached to them. Why addreſs this Teſta- 
ment to clowns, who could not read? Ot 


if they could read, why deprive them of a 
ſulutary vel, a neceſſary fear, which is the 


r 
S 
* * » 


otlything to prevent fecret urimes 5 1 h 
belief of rewards and puniſnnents after 
_ death, is a-curb of Which the people Nand ON 
in need. Religion, well purified, woun de 1 
the firft and beſt bond of ſoeiety. 
| But this Curate wanted to a all 
| el, even that of Natare. If hisbook had 7 
deen well written, the profeſſion, with which 
die author was dignified, might have had 
_____ too greatan zufluenee on his readers. There 
wave been ſeveral little abrigements made 
of |, of which ſome have been printed: 
"they are ha ppi y leres of News ee of a 
theiſm. OO 
It is yet more e that + Corrs, MH : 
* in the neighbourhood of Paris, durſt, ven 
Fe - during his lifexime, wrice againſt that religi- 
| on whichhicoffice Was to teach. He was, 
= the government, fent, without any noiſe 
or cli, into exile.” e * 5 15 
[Adustion eee rate. „ 


br Maris Laverdin, bad, at bis death, Nen a 
| Det tefs ſingular erample; de did not, it is 
. „e a teſta 1 
BY : 4 . 85 Y 5 . | | | SR | 93 og h | "I | 
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. which: had. procured to him a biſhopric, 


but he declared that he deteſted ic; he re. 


fuſed the Sacraments of the Church, and 
ſwore that he had never conſecrated the 
bread and wine, at his ſaying maſs, nor had 
any intention of baptiſing children, or of 


; © conferring holy orders, at the time of his 


adminiſtering baptiſm to Chriſtians, agd of 
_  ordaining Deacons and Prieſts. 'This/Biſhop 
deco a wicked pleaſurein the thoughtof per. 
plexing thoſe who had received at his hands 
the Sacraments of the Chureh. He died 
laughing, at the ſeruples they would have, 


5 and enjoyed their diſquiet. It was decided 


5 an one ſhould be r e priſe d, or re- or- 


. 


. * 
got we haue eee ee! time. The 
Biſhop Lavardin did not, at leaſt, leave be: 


hind him any monument againſt the. Chriſt 8 

5 an religion: he was a voluptuary ihat laugh. E 
_ _ edat every thing; whereas the Curate * 
2 flier was of a gloomy character, and an en:. 


thuſiaſt; of a rigid virtue, it is true, but 
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| in, or baus 1 to, 
r great n of war; they had alſo the 

aid 2 the Count of Treſſan, another Liew 
 tenant-General, whole, various merits: are 
acknowleged; and of Monſieur 
de Se. Lambert, who, making better verſes 
tan Chapelle, has withal not gone the leſe 
 Geep | into whatever relates to arms. There 
r General Officers who have n, 
x exceldent memorials on Tacties. 
This army ce was wht e 


12 ad — . 
in e ur dee CCC no pro 
maſters have 
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Per ior worth, eagerly concurring, without i in 
| tereſt, without any private view, not even 
that of reputation, (for ſome have conceal- - 
ed themſelves) to form that immortal depo-· 


| fite of the treaſures of · buman e 
and underſtanding. CE Yo ee 2% 


This work was under the pers, and 


Ander the eyes of the Count D Argenſon, a 
Miniſter of State, capable of underſtanding 


it, and worthy of protecting it. The porch 
of this prodigious edifice is a preliminary 


_ diſcourſe; compoſed by Monſieur D'Alem- 
bert. I dare aver, that this difcourſe; which 


received the applauſe of all Europe, appear. 
ed ſuperior to the method of Deſcartes, and 


equal to the beſt of the illuſtrĩous Chancel- | 
lor Bacon's writings on this ſubject. If in 
the body of the Dictionary itſelf there are 

ſome frivolous articles, and others that ſa - 


vor more of the declaimer than of the Phi. 
loſopher; this fault is abundamly repaired 


by the prodigious quantity of profound and 
uſeful articles. The Editors could nor well 


. * refiiſe certain young adyenturers, who had 
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a mind to exhibit, in this collection, their 
ä productions in company with the maſter- 
pieces of great men. An over: politeneſs was 
Aol of great injury to this work; it is 
the faloon of Apollo, in which indifferent 
| Painters have ſometimes mixed their pain. 
dag wich thoſe of a Vanloo, and a Lemoine. 
Bat your Highneſs will, doubileſs, have 
_ obſerved, that this collection is preciſely 
the reverſe of other collections; that is ta 
| fay, that the good: is n predominant 5 
over the bad. 1 
Tou will eaſily think. that, in 1 2 
town a8 Paris, fuller as it is of men of li- ; 
terature than ever were Athens and Rome, 5 
| thoſe, who were not admitted into this im- 
portant undertaking, ſet themſelves againſt 5 
it. The Jeſuits began; they bad wanted 8 
be employed on the articles of Theology. . 
and had been refuſed, This was enough 
bor them, | to accuſe. the Encyclopediſts of 
2 5 *; chat was a thing in courſe. The 
| Jaoſenifis, ſeeing that their rivals had ſound- 
0 the alarm, did not 2 quiet. They | 
g rs in ſome ah ſite *, cogagel ·0 f | 
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| more | ial hi Free ind ey had fo. 
much teproactied for their eaſy morality. 
As the Jeſuits exclaimed: againſt the im- 


| fiery. of the work, the Janſeniſts how led 


at! It. There happened to he a Convulſion- 
afy, or Convulſioniſt, one called Abraham 


Chaumeix, who lodged an accuſation in 


form, intitled, Prejuges legitimes contre L. 
Enciclopedie. or, Juſt Prejudices againſt 


the Encyclopedia, of which the firſt volume 


had ſcarce appeared. It was a ſtrange aſ. 


. ſemblage this of the word prejudice, which 
properly ſignifies illuſſon; and the word 
Juſt, which belongs only to what is rea- 
ſonable. He carried, however, his moſt un · 


juſt prejudices ſo far as to ſay, that if the pol 


fon. did not appear in the firſt: volume, = 
would, doubtleſs, be perceived in the fol · 
Jowing ones; which was as much as to re- 


der the Encyclopediſts guilty not of what 


: they had ſaid, but of what they would ſay. - 


As witneſſes are neceſſary in a criminal 
proc eſs, he produced St. Auguſtine and 


Cicero; and theſe witneſſes were ſo much 


T5 : the more unexceptionable, fo that it could | 
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I not 105 micßeged, car Abrakam . : 
had any the leaſt acquaintance with them. 1 1 I 
| The cries of ſome, poſſeſſed with a ſpirit = 
malignancy, joined with thoſe of this ſenſe- '3 
leſs wretch, excited a perſecution that laſt - 
ed but too long: yet, what: came of ir at 
length? That happened which happened tõ 
ſound philoſophy, to the emetic to the cir- 
culation of the blood, to inoculation: All 
| theſe were for a time proſcribed, and have 
at length triumphed over ignorance, ſtupi. 
dity, and envy ; the dictionary of the Eney · 
clopedia, notwithſtanding its faults, ſtill 
fabligs, and Abraham Chaumeix is gone to 
hide his rage at Moſcow. It is ſaid, the Em 
preſs has compelled him to good manners; 
55 i be it is one of the ee of her We by 
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1 frmily, who, though they have loſt their i in” 

bhberitance, till keep their title. They have 
3 employed a profound ſagacity in explain- 
img all the prophecies to their own advan- 
A tage. They pretend that the Law of Moſes 


— 


| - _ was given them as an eternal one; that it is 


forſworn himſelf; that our Saviour 


* „ * 


iimpoſſible that God ſhould have changed, and 


3 A 
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has acknowleged i it. They object to us, that 
according to Jeſus Chriſt, not a point, not 
a tittle of the Law, ought to be tranſpreſſ- 
ed; chat Jeſus was come to accompliſn the 
Laie not to aboliſh it; that he obſerved. all 
che commandments Wa it; that he was cir- 
cumeiſed; that he kept the ſabbath, and | 
ſolemniſed all the feſtivals ; that he was 
born a Jew, lived a Jew, and died a Jew; 
that he never inſtituted a new religion; 
that we have not a ſingle line of bis; chat 
it is we ourſelves, 2 not bes that made 
the Chriſtian religion. e e e 
A Chriſtian muſt not pretend to hazard 
a diſpute with a Jew, unleſs he underſtands 
the Hebrew as perfectly as his/own mother 
tongue, as it is this alone that can quality 
him to underſtand the prophecies, and an: 
ſwer the Rabbins. Thus does Joſeph Sea · 


nger expreſs himſelf in his Excerpta. The 


© Jews are ſubtile reaſoners: How miſera- © 
„ bly has Juſtin vritten againſt Tryphon, 


and Tertullian yet worſe! He that would 


_ © refute the Jews, muſt know Judailm to 
5 Jhe bottom. . What a ſhame it int that Sb 
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it is true, been ſeen, ſome Jews to eas an 
| «bjuration; , ſometimes through fear, but not 
one of them ever ſincerely embraced Chri- 
ſtianity. A Carthaginian would ſooner have 
taken the part of Rome, than a Jew have 


turned Chriſtian. Orobio ſj 


and became 


en their hearts, renounced their religion. 
Tbe Jews have not written againſt Ma- 


hometaniſm; which they are far from hold. 
ing in ſuch horror as they do our dodrine : 
The reaſon of which is evident, the Maho · 
metans do not make a God of Jeſus Chriſt. 
By a fatality never enough to be deplor- 
5 many learned Chriſtians have quitted 
"their religion for Judaiſm. Rittangel, Pro- 
feſſor of the Oriental Languages at Kœniſ- 
berg, in the ſeventeenth century, embraced 
bv. Moſaic Law. Antony, Miniſter at Ge. 
neva, was, in 1632, burnt for having abjur- 
ed Chriſtianity. in favor of Judaiſm. The 
Jews reckon him — the e who 
Jie s 


aks of ſome 
| Spaniſh and Arab Rabbins, who abjured, 

iſhops in Spain; but he takes 
ſpecial care to avoid ſaying that they had, 


= by muſt have been very ſtrong, ſince he 


; cruel a death. 344 5 


: book of the Antient Victory, may be ſeen 


9 


5 Perſian, which is in the true Oriental taſte. A 
King commands a Jew, a Galilean, and a 


and to embrace whichſoever he pleaſes of 
the two others; and if they do not change, 
the Executioner't is there to'ſtrike off their 


he thoughts of being a dog of a Chriſt _ 


2 8 Jews have the right of priority. May 
i ir pleaſe your Majeſty, ſays the Jew, you 
5 ſes Ic can neither embrace the law 000 Us” 


neceſlity of dying or changing, I had rather 

be of the religion of Moſes than of that of 
Mahomet; for the Chriſtians are more an · 
tient than the Mahometans, and the Jews 
| mw antient than Jeſus; I will then turn 
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preferred to ae, the rg ee ſo 
In N. i acbon 7 as, hav is to fay, the. 


a.ſtroke concerning the ſuperiority of the 
Moſaic Law over the Chriſtian and the 


Mahometan, each to quit his own religion, 


heads. The Chriſtian ſays, ſince there is a + 


'The Mahometan ſaid, I cannot bear 


I had rather be a dog of a Jew, ſince 
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5 1 nor alu of _ dnt; ſi Fre | 
both of them have given the preference to 
mine. The King, moved at this reaſon, ſent 
away the Executioner, and turned Jew. 
All that can be inferred from this little 
| ſtory, i is, that Princes ought | not to bags rar : 
executioners for Apoſtles. e! : 
However, the Jews have had righd and 
: ferupulous Doctors, who have been. afraid 
that their countrymen ſhould ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be overcome by the Chriſtians, 
There was, eſpecially, a Rabbin among them, 
who thus expreſſes himfelf: The wiſe for- 
bid the lending money to a Chriſtian, leſt 
© the creditor ſhould be perverted by the deb. 
«for. But a Few may borrow money of a 
*.Chriſtian, without the fear of being ſeduc- 
« ed by bim; fora debtor avoids his 5 
« creditors.” e 


Notwithſtanding this curious advice, the 5 


lieus have always lent their money, at an 
exorbitant intereſt, to Chriſtians, and have 


not been the more converted by them. 


After the famous Naſſac bon Vetus, we 
have a relation of the diſpute between the 
| Rabbin Zechiel, and the Dominican Fryar 
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: 7 Paul; called Cyriac. This i is conference 
held in the year 1 263, between thoſe PLS 


learned men in the preſence of Don 
Jaquez, King of Arragon, and of the 


| Queen his wife. This conference is very 


memorable. The two champions were wel 
| verſed in Hebrew and in antiquity. The, 
Talmud, the Targum, the archives of the 
Sanhedrim, were on the table. The con- 
teſted paſſages were explained into Spaniſh. 


2; Zechiel maintained, that Jeſus had been 


condemned under the King Alexander Jan- 
neus, (and not under Herod the Tetrarch) 


5 agreeably to what is related i in the Toldos 


| Jeſchur, and in the Talmud + © Your GoF 
pels (faid he) were- not written till to- 
: wards the beginning of your ſecond cen 
tury, and are not authentic like our. Tal 
mud. We could not erucify him you ſpeak 
of, in the time of Herod the Tetrarch, 
ſince. we had not the power of life and 
death in our hands; we could not have 
. crucified him, becauſe that manner of 
' puniſhment was not in uſe among us. 
| Our Telmud bas it, that he who . 
; . ; 
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LETTERS on 


* A in the time of Jannæus v was 5 EY 
© ed to be ſtoned to death. We can no more 


believe your Goſpels than thoſe pretended 


© Letters of Pilate which you have forged.” 
_ —It was, no doubt, eaſy to confound this 
vain Rabbinical erudition. The Queen put 


an end to the conference, by alking of Ny 


Jews why they ſtunk? 


This ſame Zechiel had alſo ford hh 
conferences, of which one of his diſciples 
gives us an account. Each party attributed 


to itſelf the victory, cp ge ir can never be 
but on the ſide of truth. 


The Rampart of Faith, written aby a hon = 


: called Iſaac, and found in Africa, is far ſu- 


perior to the relationof Zechiel, whichis very 


| confuſed and full of puerilities. Iſaac is 
methodical, and a good Dialectician; never 


perhaps had error a greater ſu dern He 


"han collected, under the heads of a hundred 
45 propoſitions, all the difficulties of which che 5 


unbelievers have been ſince ſo free. 
There it is you may ſee the objections a- 

e che two genealogies of yn Nw 7 

. from each other. ale 2+, 


8 7 ; i 
. 25 
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Againſt the quotations of. the paſſages of 85 
che Prophets, which are not to be oa in 5 


the Jewiſh books. 

* "Againſt the divinity of JeſusOrif, which! 
is not expreſsly announced in the Goſpels, 

but which is not a leſs proved 1 in the ho- 
* Conneils. 

Againſt the opinion \ that N Chriſt 1 
no brothers nor ſiſters. 
Againſt the different narratives of * 
Goſpels, which have however deen _ 
. conciled or harmonized. e x: 
Againſt the hiſtory of Lazarus. 

_ Againſt the pretended falſifications of the 

antient Canonical writings. 

In ſhort, the moſt determined infidels 
have hardly advanced any thing that is not 

in this Rabbin Iſaac's Rampart of the F aith, 2 

There is, however, no making a crime.of 
it to the Jews, their having endeavoured 
to juſtify their antient religion at the ex- 
pence of ours. They are only to be pitied. 
Bat what reproaches ought not to be made 

to thoſe who have availed thomſelves of the 8 
Apute⸗ of the Chriſtians and Jews to cod. | 
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| frightened: at heed Bis of ſeventeen 
| centuries, and tired with ſo much diſputing, 
have thrown themſelves into. Theiſm, and 

will admit only one God, with a pure mo- 
- rality. If they have preſerved Charity, they 
have renounced Faith: they have believ- 
ed themſelves to be men, inſtead of being 
7 Chriſtians. They ought to be ſubmiſſive, 
and they have aſpired to be wiſe But 
how much is the folly of the croſs > 
to ſuch wiſdom: uk the n Wa 


07 Oxon. | Wo ij? 


Ono os: fo e I a Rabbio, _ 
1 gave into none of thoſe reveries which 
have been reproached to the other Rabbins. 
Profound, without being obſcure, poſſeſſed 
of polite literature, a man of an agreeable 
turn of wit, and extremely well-bred. Philip 
Limborch, of the Arminian party in Am- 
ſterdam, made an acquaintance with him 

towards the year 1685. They had long 
diſputes together, but without any acrimo. 


20 ny, tg like two ee chat ſeek te to en: 
lighten each other. Converſations rarely 
clear up the ſubject · matters of them: It is 
not eaſy to follow conſtantly the ſame ob- 
> je&, and not to run out of the courſe :: One 
aueſtion begets another. In a quarter of an 
buour, one is ſurpriſod to find one's ſelf got 
inſenſibly off the firſt ground. They abe 
| then on putting into writing the objeftions, 
and anſwers, Which afterwards both of them 
printed in 1687. It is, perhaps, the firſt 
diſpute between two Theologers, in which 
there are no reciprocal, invectives: On the 
contrary, the two adverſaries treat deen 
other with reſpect. 11 
Limborch refutes the Spinne WS the ; 
"I ; moſt learned and the moſt illuſtrious Je; 
Who, with the ſame formularies of compli- 
| molt, refutes the moſt learned and the maſt 


„ illuſtrious Chriſtian. Orobio even never 8 
1 ſpeaks of Jeſus Chriſt but with the greateſt 
_ circumſpeQion. This: is the SR of the 5 


5 _ diſpute. . E 
 Orobio ſers o out x wich maintaining thati it IT 
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1 never und e to the 5 by their. 
Jaw, to believe in a Meſſiah. 7 
That it is no where to be Sund 1 


85 Iſtael was threatened to be no longer the 


choſen people, if i it 75 not Ban in 18 

future Meſſian. 
That in no — is it aid an tho Joi 
Gal law is the adumbration or figure of an- 
other law; that, on the contrary; it is every 


2 where fail, that We Law of nag is to wor 


<erval.! 12 50 
That every Proper even phy ould 
5 work miracles, in order to change any thing 
in the Law oh en, to be e 
a with death. U 
That, true it was, .thin Arty Prophets 
had foretold to the Jews, in their calamities, 
chat they ſhould have one day a deliverer; 
dut that this deliverer would be the ſup- 
port of the Moſaic 125 er of avis 3 
"op deſtroyer. - / 

Tphat the Jews are in ad dad. 
on of a Meſſiah, who i Is to 0 a nne. 
and juſt King. 

n one proof of the ce immutable 15 


. 
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55 of the Moſaic religion, is, that the 
Jews, diſperſed all over the earth, have for- 
all that never changed a ſingle tittle in their 
law, and that the Iſraelites of Rome, of 
| England, of Holland, of Germany, of Po- 
land, of Turky, of Perſia, &c. have con- 
ſtantly held the fame doctrine ſince the tak - 
ing of Jeruſalem by Titus, without there 
having riſen up among them any the leaſt 
ſect, that has deviated from one ſingle ob- 
ſervance, or from one __ Ne nn and the 
Lfraelite nation. 

That, on the contrary, che Chriſtians 
wide been divided among themſelves from 
the very firſt of their Sire 8 EY In 8 
to exiſtence. | 

That eye are, at ehis moment, ſplit "ID 
more ſets, than there are Chriſtian Rates; - 
and that they have perſecuted each other 
With fire and ſword for above twelve cen- 
turies; that if the Apoſtle Paul allowed it 
to be right that the Jews ſhould continue 
to obſerve the precepts of their law, the 
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2 pigs hom for or doing bu bur what hs Apoſtle | 
Paul had permitted them. 
That it is not out of hatred and avs 
that. Iſrael had not acknowleged Jeſus ; 
neither is it out of baſe or carnal views that 
the Jews adhere to their antient law ; that, 
on the contrary, it is only in the hope of 
the bleſſings of Heaven that they remained 
faithful to it, notwithſtanding the perſecu- 
tions by the Babylonians, the Syrians, the | 
3 notwithſtanding their diſperſion | 
and diſgrace, notwithſtanding the hatred of 
ſo many Hations; and that a whole people 
| ought. n not to be called (carnal, who, for 
near forty centuries, have been the Marais | 
[es God. . - 
That it is the Chriſtians as Hawes had 
+ and advantages i in view; witneſs almoſt 
all the firſt Fathers of the Church, Who 
|  _ hoped to livea thouſand years in a Neu: | 
Ieeruſalem, amidſt abundance, and amidſt all 
1 . delights. ths 
1 That it is impoſſible chat the: Ss - 
mould have crucified the true Meſſiah, fince 
hf the * expreſsly 15 that the Meſſiah 
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| = _ come to cleanſe Ifrael of all fin; that 

he will not leave a ſingle ſtain in Iſrael; 
chat it would be the moſt horrible (in, the 
moſt abominable pollution, as well as the 
m ſt palpable contradiction, that God ſhould 


7 0 fend his Meſſiah to be crucified. 


That the precepts of the Ten Comma} 
ments being perfect, any n new miſſion was 
7 entirely uſeleſs.  __ 

That the Moſaic Law never had any 
myſtical teal! 

Tat it would be decals mankind, to 
tell them things which were to be under · 
ſtood in a ſenſe different from that i in a which 
they were expreſſed. 

That the Chriſtian Apoſtles never i oat 

led the miracles of Moſes. That the Evan- 

geliſts and Apoſtles were not all ſimple -- 
people; ſince Luke was a Phyſician, and 


9 95 Paul had ſtudied under Gamaliel, of whom 


the Jews have preſerved the writings. x; 
That there is not the ſhadow of ſimplici 
Pk or idiotiſm in the requiring of the new - 
converts to bring all their money in to them: 
chat Faul was ſo far from dogs: a Plair 
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jo 19" BP 1. he em 
on his coming to lacrifice at the temple, 
and in ſwearing before Feſtus and Agrippa 


r 
Wee eo tf nd 


a the EPR : 


that he had done. nothing againſt Circumci- 


_ . fion, and againſt the Law. of Judaiſm. + * 


Thar, i in ſhort, the contradictions which ny 


| are to be found in the Goſpels, . prove 
that thoſe books could not be irres by 


eh anſwers all hols . 
with all the ſtrongeſt arguments that it is 
poſſible to employ ; and had ſo great a con- 
fidence in the goodneſs of his cauſe, that 


he did not balance to have this celebrated 5 
diſpute committed to the Preſs; but as he 
was of the Arminian party, that of the Go- 


mariſts perſecuted him: they reproached 


him with having expoled the truths of the 
Chriſtian religion to a combat in which its n 
enemies might triumph. Orobio was not 


ee in the Synagogue. 5 


/ 


* 3 „ N GIO 
b — 2 es 1 * n r R 
* * 3 "EET. DR TEL N 9 Foe - oi" * * N N 2 A Gas * a 
P * 7 7 % $2 2 1 u FF 7 641 9 1 28 WE N . * : * - * Pg * 2. 
4 =D ko fl rot ASHE 4 . A rr 9 R «#7: 266 FL TW” * F 4 S & z & * 8 
12 wt ay; ? ” ye * . "EM of I 4 7 25 2 n 4 my 8 x 1 155 x - 8 CR OILS CET foe N x ax Ix * 71 * F 
. # c c PR RN A On 3 vt | n 9 W F S 
oa TAR”, 7 2 . 9 N 1 ws WY 5 2 7] ; 
* — 4 28 2 4 A F * 2. BP : * 5 N 700 * ö 8 £ 
4 I 7 998 e N * 8 
£ on 8 oo 4 Fo 
K « Y 3 — 


eee e r 


a - EY . G : © 7 $206 wo : 3 * * 8 x \ ® N 7 "Re Ix : : 
7 33 12 a ; + . 8 5 2 fit 1 * : 
„ a 


** 


* 


On rz: DA co ST A, 1 


i n to Uriel YAcoſta 5 
nch the ſame thing as to Spinoſa; ge 
renounced, at Amſterdam, Judaiſm, at. 

tach himſelf to Philoſophy. A Spaniard | 
and an Engliſhman having applied to him 
for counſel, about their inclination to turn 
Jews, he diſſuaded them from this deſign, - J 
and talked to them againſt the religion of + 
the Hebrews. He was condemned to r- 
ceive, at che pillar, forty ſtripes ſave one, a 
afterwards to proſtrate himſelf on the thre. 
| ſhold of the door of the ſynagogue; ſo that 
all the congregation tram 158 on a bim 2 
they came em.. . 

He had this in Kite in A * 
book ſtill extant: : there it is, he profeſſes 75 
bimſelf to be nor Jew, nor Chriſtian, nor -F 
Mahometan, but the adorer of one jou Dn 4 
God, This ſmall book is intitled, An. Ex. - 

anmple of human Life. The ſame Limboxch 

refuted Uriel d'Acoſta as, he had done Q- 

b, robio; ; and the n of Amſterdam : 
5 M 


* 


lu x. plegfe your Highneſs, 
T appears to me, that as Falle a judg. 
ment has been formed of Spinol?* s Cha. 
rakter a8 of his writings, Here is what 
bus been aid of him in two hiſtorical did- 
vnaries. | i : » e om, \ 4 . 
Fpinoſa had ſo great a deſire of immot. 
„ tidng himfelf, that he would have glad- 
y Wegrel to that x ory his preſent life, 
Thould de have been ſure of being torn 
i to pieces by an enraged populace. The 
be 2bſurdiries of Spinoſiſm have been per- 
Ray refuted by 


4 


mam ambitiaus of reputation. 
As to Bredenbourg, ſo far ices bee 

him perſeAly well, I dare believe that be 
confuted him perfectly ill. I heve red bis 
work, and leave the judgment of it to he 
ever ſhall, lee me, have. the patience to 
4 cal i. een a een | 
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more averſe from vain glory. This muſſ be 
owned. Do not let us, while we condemn, 


calumniate him. The Miniſter Colerus, who 
long occupied the, very room in which 
| Spivoſe died, agrees with all his contempe- 
raries,. in awning that Spinola.. confiantly = 
_ lived in a profound, retreat, ſeeking to ſe- 
crete himſelf from the world, an enemy 0 


all ſupertluity, modeſt. in his. converfation, 


careleſs of his. dreſs, working with his own. 
bands, never putting bla name to his 


works 1 All this: is ner ia the charates of 


152 M 2 
Fi x . 


| war peoifcly mein keg ri". | 
| Here drawn of bim. It is right to deteſt 
bis acheiſm, but wrong to be-lye:his charae- 

ter · Never was there a man, in every ſenſe, 


PP 


1 Highienad at the — 2 
|  gument; became forcedly and againſt: his 
4 will, che diſciple of him whom he had at- 
tacked : A great example this of the weak. 

neſs 2 and inconſtancy'of che human inder - 
ſtanding. n | A. H 
The life of Spinoſa is umſtat 
Bally enough, and too well known for ay 
repetition of it here bei 13 Tour 
IE | refs will, however,  orvi 


e been on the Westinttht "which 
this'Jew, when, as yet young, met with 
from e Synagogue. Being accuſed by two 
young people of his own age, of not believ- 
g on Moſes; they began, 1 in order to put 
him in the right way again, by affaſfinating 
bim/withi the ſtab from a knife, as he was 
coming out of the Play-houſe ; ſome ſay, as 
| he was coming outof the Synagogue, which 
_ more Hkel : Fes 
T — ©: Aﬀerthey had failed.of lis Guat diſpatch. 
: of his body, they were determined not to 
nig his foul : they wonder to 2 ur 


— 
* 


| 


n, or C 


1 5 1 — that . Jews bad no — har 2 
ty to exerciſe this kind of juriſdiction in 


Amſterdam. The Town. Council referred 
the deciſion of this affair to the Confitory 
of the Paſtors; theſe concluding, that if the, 
Synagogue had ſuch a right, the Conſiſtor. 1 
might enjoy it with greater reaſon, gave it. 
n favour of the Synagoge. 
Spinoſa, then, was proſcribed by the Th. 
with great ceremony: the Singer of, Lſrael 
fulm inated the words of execration ; the 
horn was ſounded, the black tapers were 
_ melted, drop by drop, into a veſſel full of 
blood: Benedict Spinoſa was devoted to 
Belzebub, to Satan, to Alararoths, Lal 
the Sy nagogue cried, Amen! bf, LUIS 
It is ſtrange, hat ſuch an act of $69 
tion ſhould. have been allowed; an act that 
reſembles more the procedure of a meeting 
of Sorcerers, than a juſt judgment. It ia not 
unlikely, that without the ſtab from aknife, 
and the black tapers quenched 1 in blood, 
Spinoſa would never. have written againſt 
188 and. gainſt TY” Perſecution xa 
3 


and will render thoſe frrecor- 
clleable x — indulgence" would have 1 8 0 
Wichin bounds. 


ever embraeing Chriſtianity. He did not 
Pudih his treatiſe on ſuperſtitious cere· 
monies, or Trafatus- T heologico-politicus, 
till 1670, about eight years after his ex- 
csmmunication. It has been pretended that 
| there were diſcoverable in this book the 


Spinofa renounced Juden, bur without : 


ſeeds of his Atheiſm - This was pretended | 


* 2 LCN 
SY ho tags 


for much the ſame reaſon of prejudice, that 


one ſees a bad men in a man who 
- This book is fo far 
from Alheiſm, that Jeſus Chriſt is often 


Vas done a bad 2 


mentioned in it as one ſent by God. This 
Work is very profound, and the beſt he e- 
ver wrote. I doubtleſs condemn the opjni- 
ons of it, but I cannot help efteeming its 
erudition. It is he, I think, who the grſt 
remarked, that the Hebrew word rub 2 
which we tranſlate by fol; ſignified, a- 
mong the Jews, wind, breath; in its natu · 
t ad that 9 was eminent 


— 
Su Y 


y great, 


choly of Saul, was the evil fpirit from God, 
the virtuous were the children of God. 

It was he, who the firſt unfolded that A 
gerous fiſtein of Aben- Ezra, that the Pen 
tateuch was not written dy Moſes, nor the 
book of Joſhua by Joſhua: It is only from 
after him, that Le Clerc, feverat Dutch 
Divines, and che celebrated Newton, have 
| embraced that opition. 

Newton differs in this only foi him, 
Ps he attributes to Samuel the books of 
Moſes, whereas Spmnoſa makes Eſdras the 
author of them. Tou may fee all the rea- 
ſons which Spinofa gives for his fiſtem, in 
Dis eighth, ninth; and tenth chapters: one 


may obſerve great exaktneſs iti his chrono- 


logy, a great knowlege of the hiſtory, lan- 
- guage, and manners of his antient country, 
with more of method and of reaſoning, than 
in all the Rabbins par together. Ir aj ppears 


to me, that on dye Jer him, had 
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ore the title of divines The ce 
dars of God, the winds of God, the melan- 
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LETTERS: 


; 2 he made a guilty: uſe of his — | 
tiual lights, but he had very great ones: 5 
Jou muſt ſearch out Atheiſm in the og 
tient Philoſophers, but you ſee it no where 
openly, but in the poſthumous works of al 
noſa, His treatiſe on Atheiſm, not being un: 
der that title, and being beſides written in 920 
an obſcure Lain, and a very dry ſtile, the 
Count de Boulainviliers has reduced it into 
French, under the title of Refutation of A- 
theiſm: but we have only the poiſon, Bou- 
- lainvilliers, it may be ſuppoſed, not having | 
| had the time to give us the antidote, +, 


7 


There are few who have remarked, 
that Spinoſa, in his deplorable book, is for 
ever ſpeaking of an infinite and ſupreme be · 

ing. He announces a God in the ſame 
breath that he is aiming at annihilating the 
belief of one. The arguments with which 


Bayle overwhelms him, would appear to 


me unanſwerable, if, in fact, Spinoſa had 
admitted a God: for that God being, ac: 
cording to him, nothing but the immenſitx 
of things, ſuch a God being at once mat; 
ter and . it is abſurd, as Bayle 9 


* $6" i * 


Keg: be at once Ave e cauſe 
and ſubje&, doing the ill and fuffering it, 
loving and hating himſelf, killing and eating 
bimſeif : A man of any ſenſe, ſays Bayle, 


teeth and nails, to the cultivating an hypo- 
theſis ſo ſhocking; and ſo abſurd: For, ac 


cording to Spinoſa, thoſe who would ſay; Pa 


ten thouſand Germans have killed ten thoy- 
fund Turks, would expreſs themſelves ill 
and falſely they ſhould fay, God, modified 
into ten thouſand Germans, has killed God 


modified into ten thouſand Turs. 
Bayle would be much in the dah if 
Spinoſa had acknowleged a God; but the 


fact is, that he does not at all acknowiege 
one, and has only employed that ſacred 
word that he” _ not too much _ 
mankind. e W 
Wrapped ay; in VOY 15 e a 
bad uſe of that equally celebrated and ſenſe. 
leſs expreſſion of Deſcartes, © Give ne 


„notion and warten, and 1 1. NO Jun ; 


* world, 6 


would prefer cultivating the earth with his 


1 


— I 


*: "Re flows in the watery, blows-in the 
* roars imthe thunder, vegetates on the 


_- is.co-extended. every where 

| | . a * every. thing i 8 eternalz ereation is; ü- 

= No deſign. in the ſtrudtute of the 

nnn ; Tho 

8 ers are ne lbuger- made for hearing. h 

ere ber ſeeing, che heart for receiving d 
the blaed; the ſtomach for d 

1 8 the: brain far thinking, the organs 
of 1 for propagating life and 


neſa'n ſiſtem, and wit 
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Nature, the more / one muſt adore God. 

Atheiſm · can d o mo good to morality, anll 
may do much hurm. It is almoſt as danger 
us 28 fanaticiſm. Tou are, my Prince, 


i 4 
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| Hevaive: noydetf.)-6n — > of Natural 
Philoſophy; and un den ventures unf. 
uſe of Metaphyſics. 

Ir rathers ee e me, er inderd i 
ought to be wiſhed, that there ave new 


days few Atheiſts.” The Author of La Hen- 
rade bas ſaid, . ¶ Cotechifer announces Gol | 


4 Children, Newton demonſtrates him 
tt Ni The more one knows of 


equidiftant as from either, and this it is 


which auchoriſes ihe liberty I have taken 
to lay the truth before you, without any 
difauiſe 


Ihaveranſweredall your-queſtions 
:from thoſe about that learned buffoon Ra- 
belais, to thoſe concerning chat raſh meta- 
| phyGcian Spinols. e 

U could have added to hie liſt a d 
1 Hitle books, hardly known to any but to 


1 — 


Plying the number of the guilty, I nous 
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Librarians; but I was afraid that in multi- 


+ "AM FRI u their gelt. There d 
the little I have ſaid will confirm your 
Highneſs in your opinion of our doctrine, 
and our ſcriptures, on obſerving, that they 
have been only combated by hea ſtrong 
Stoics, by men of literature, vain of their 
knowlege, by people of the world, who 
know ee but their own weak: ee 
by men of wit who: take jeſts for argu- 
ments, by 'Theologers, in ſhort, One in. 
ſtead of walking in the ways of God, have 
bewildered themſelves in their own ways. 
Once more, what ought to be a juſt con- 
: Slam to a ſoul ſo noble as yours, is, that 
the Theiſm, which now-adays deſtroys fo 
many ſouls, can never diſturb the peace of 
nations, nor be prejudicial to the ſweets of 
Aociety. Controverſy has everyinkens cauſ- 
ed human blood to flow, and T heiſm has 
ſtopped the effuſion. It is, I confeſs, but a 


bad remedy, but it has cured the moſt cruel _ 


wounds. 5 18 excellent for tits Ma. 110 it is 
damns a ee it eee 5 8 1 
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miens, of a Mala 


8 - Your country has formerly been in flames 


matters-of argument; Theiſm roſtor-. 
ed concord to it. It is clear, that if Poltrot, 


tel, Damiens) the Je 
| heiftss there would 
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to the holy religion of a Ravaillac, of a Da- 


God forbid, that 1 ſhould prefer 


-which.they..know 
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> OF "THE Univenss, 
=: 8 e ed by thy faith- Y 
| l ſubjects, 'dreadec d ey che infidel Chriſti. 
wered all over the Eaſt, nothing - 
in oppoſition to thy ſupreme 
Alcoran, and thoſe who ſup- 
rt it with their authority, the Mufti, the 
maums, and the Derviſes. Thy power, it 
Is, true, thy wiſdom maintain thee on the 
wtrone, and make thee proſper in the great 
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itious religion is, and ever will be an 
' obſtacle to the happineſs of thy empire. 

TLhe Alcoran fills the brave and % 
Mahometans with ridiculous and pernicious 


AS le, it degets in their minds a miſgrou 
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| | eft part of thy auguſt deſigns; but our ſu- 
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- ah 8 of tera rei ache 1 | 


a Abdallah, &c. not [ 
able ſums which the maintenance of an in- 
finite number. « of ſacred idlers muſt. colt, 
5 There 18 then ſacrificed, to the precepts or 
Mahomet, and to the whims of his Prieſts, 


; lid ab, dür e Sanhln Shree 
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monſters, whom the expoſitors of that book 


Cell evil angels. This pretended revelation 


forbids to thoſe nations, ſubject to thy em- 


| pire, the uſe of wine, and other innocent 


pleaſures of life, and flatters them, to in- 


15 demnify them for this privation, with the 
imaginary hope of paradiſe after their deach. 


Numbers of thy ſubjects conſecrate them- 


ſelves tothe falſe theology of the Prophet; 
while, to the prejudice of the public good, | 
they neglect the cultivation of are and of | 
ſilk, and other uſeful em 


pire paſſes, in the 3 and. in 


vaſt 33 


idleneſe, a whole quarter of the year, a 
which is conſumed by the Fridays appoint- 
ed for divine fervice, the feſtivals. of Ma. 


——— of Aboube her, of Ali, of Omar, of =. 
mention the conſider- | 


the profit, which would be produced by the 
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the Empire will be deprived of a fertile 
ring, the glory of its head will be ſtopp 
in its courſe; '{6- long as tlie Nlcoran 
- — s co tie fi | :ofithe 
Monarch of the-world, 


© Nothing,” ſublime Em 


it 18 almoſt i 


thou deigneſt to em 


* 


* EMINENT. WREDERS. 


"an the- religion. of Mahomet, that vl 
of thy authority, that enemy to the 3 
Piineſs of thy. ſtates, it will be enough that 
** Will ſhall dictate the decree of it; and 
dat d ſublime penetration ſhall ſupple - 
ment beer n deficbent of the: Jo - 
oth py 94 TA WAG ablesen 4 
133 eantained- in our Aleoran, and .in 

that of the Chtiſtians, in order. that, bys 
FCompariſam of the one With the other, it 
maylhe ſeen that our. religion is, withins g 
N — as: ridiaulaus;.es ths & ho - 4 
| briſtians. 11 51 IT 3a net 5 : 4 
out Fat Were he tranſlatgd; date or 1 
1 ee ſuch books as appear in favour f 
che Religion. of, Nature, a8 lalſo: che .comro- = 3 
vorſies the Jews, he Cathalica, r I 
== dhe Calviniſts, the- rp A 


T eee ee 925 24175 - 
III. Quthe Fridaq, let it be permits. 
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5 ted, during divine ſervice, to keep che nog 
, Open, id ſoll herbat abe ablicihoyſcs, 
5 — nd-gaedenis.... Kg 3h BOY SCH 398, Qi 
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52 rmitted, and even re. | 
Prieſts, to wear, at the Tal 
| times that they do not exerciſe the functi | | 
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5 the faith of che Mahometans ſhall bare 
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eir fortune, be excited, on the part of 55 
5 the 8 Utan, with aſſurance of his prot ton, I 
do ſeparate openly, and all at once, from Y 
B+ 75h 95 our religion. In this caſe, a great number Wo 
Ry 8 the inhabitants, both of the Capital and 
8 Ra of the Provinces, will follow in crouds, ſuch - 75 2 
: as ſhall thus take the lead, and follow them, N 2 2 
„ partly out of conviction, partly out of vani- 
It y. or out of intereſt, or for other motives. 50 = 
I Nor needs there any doubt to be made of. 
dee reſt of che nation not being at length | Py 


| tired, at ſeeing itſelf left to keep by theme __ 4 4 
| ſelves the old forms of worſhip. The hiſ- 5 0 


|| tory of the Chriſtians is full of the like ſe-  . | 

„ parations; we ſee, that not more than two o] A 

I centuries ago, whole States of Europe, un · 5 _— 
der the conduct of their Princes, have, with. _- 
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